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A Washington dispatch says: There is a

movement on foot anion# some ot the Demo¬
cratic members oi' the House to conduct all
sessions ot the various committees openly, and
graut admittance to such persons as may have
business before them. Such a move, it suc¬

cessfully endorsed aod ordered by the House,
would have a most salutary etfect. It i& a no¬

torious tact that all the stupendous land grants
and jobs generally which are lushed through
Congress, are first manipulated in committees.
There are very few members of Congress who
are industrious enough Co specially look up and
keep themselves posted on all features oi leg¬
islation, Heretofore the custom has beeo to

usually take the repqrt of a committee as an

endorsement of the measure it might presenr
tothe House. Hence, lobbyists and their agents
make their first point of attack with the com¬
mittee, knowing that if they secure a majority
of the members composing the one with woich
they are operating, it wiil be assumed io the
Hou^e as a quasi endorsement ot their inter¬
ests. Such a procedure uu the part of the
House would also restrain the lobby, to some

extent, from donating to committee rooms the
condiment.* which give opportunity for high
feeding. It is painful to state, but the fact is
that several of the committee ooms ot the iast
House were nothing more nor less thau free
bar rooms open to suetias were provided with
or who could borrow a k.-y to naiu admiit;nce
to the decanters and be t:!es.

The subject of the retroce.ssijn suit waa be
fore the Legislature, on Saturday, when the
Speaker laid before the House a message from
the Governor eocl »siug a communication from
Attorney General Daniel, which calls the at¬
tention of the Legislature to the cade of Phii-
lips vs. Payoe, a suit instituted to have the re
trocessioo of Alexandria county by the Uoited
States to Virginia, declared to bo unconstitu¬
tional, as a portion of the population of that
county are disaffected to the State, and desire
to come again under the jurisdiction of tho
Uoited States; also, to the case of the United
Stites vs. llussell and Scott, and Uoited Stares
vs. Black, the defendants being citzms ot Pe¬
tersburg, aod judges aod registrars of munici¬
pal election who are under indictment for al¬
leged violation of the Enforcement aot. These
three cases are pending in the Supreme Court
of the United States, and Attorney General
Daniel submits the qiie.-tion whether the in¬
terests of the State should not be represented
by her counsel. The subject was referred.

The Supreme Court of Appeals, on Situr-
day, refused the petition for an appeal from a

decree of the Circuit Court of Fauquier in the
case of Bolliog vs. Armistead and others. The
Special Court of Appeals, about two years ago,
gave judgment iu favor of Lersoer, and ti e
Circuit Court of Fauquier directed the com¬
missioners to make the title to the B^lliutrbrook
aod Beo Lomaod estates to Lfirsoer. From
that order Boliing endeavored to take an ap¬
peal, in which he was unsuccessful. He has,
however, beeo successful io the case before the
Supreme Court of the United States, where it
will stick for some time to come.

Mr. Henry W. Elliott, of the Smithsonian
Institute, and iately a special commissioner of
the Treasury Department will io January next
appear betore the Senate Committee on Terri¬
tories to give his views as to the propriety of
enforcing civil government iD Alaska. Mr.
Eiliott expresses himself a* decidedly opposed
to the bill introduced last week tor that pur¬
pose by Senator Mitchell, and io favor of the
adoption of the Sargent bill, the off :ct of which
would be to revive and complete the stitutes of
1868, which Mr. E:liott considers amply suffi¬
cient to protect the interests of the Territory.
Some of the county Commonwealth's attor¬

neys say that there is an unjust discrimination
made by existing law agaiust them and iu fav¬
or of prosecuting attorneys io cities. The lat¬
ter get pay in criminal cases, whether they
convict or not, aod the former's pay is only
contingent oo conviction. The Legislature will
be asked to change the law.

The Centennial question, that is the propo
sitioo to voto $10,000 from the State Treasury
io aid of the Philadelphia Fair next year, is
now uoder consideration by the Finauce Com¬
mittee of the House of Delegates. So far Hod.
F. W. M. llolladay, Centennial Commissioner,
and Gen. Jos. 11. Anderson, and Gen. Imbo-
deo, have spoken in favor of the proposition.

It will hardly do for N. w York city to ap¬
peal to the country for the £11)0,01)0 necessary
to place the colossal statue presented by France
to America in positiou at the entrauce to her
harbor. The gift is one which adorns and
benefits that city in a direct way, and she should
pay the cxpet-se if she hus the glory.
The offering of an amendment to the Consti¬

tution by Mr. Mortou is an encouraging symp¬
tom that Mr. Morton has found out that the
United States has such au institution.
The Grand ll;yal Arch Chapter of Virginia

adjourned Friday night after a harmonious
session. Wm. H. Lambert, of Alexandria,
was elected M. E. High Priest.
The daily cost, per head of the inmatea of

the penitentiary in 1866 and 1867 under Itad-
cal rule, 55 cents; iu 1875, under Democratic
Conservative auspices only ] 4 cents I

..

Io Baltimore, on Saturday morniDg, Arch¬
bishop Bay ley ordaioed P. J. Moore, of Nor-walk, Coon., tor the Diocese of Richmond.

The Transportation Convention, in sessiou
in Chicago, on Friday adopted a aeries of reso¬
lutions calling for a law providing tor the ap
pointroei t of a Board of Railway Commission¬
ers, with powers similar to those of the Massa-
ch use its Railway Commissioner; agaiust stock
ibfluion; prohibiting representatives of the
people from acting as agents or attorneys in
eases where the public interest is involved; re¬

quiring, public carriers to receipt for a quantity
of a commodity and to deliver the same at its
.leftination; providing tor a uniform classifica¬
tion of merchandise, and forbidding the print¬
ing of conditions on bills of lading designed to

evade responsibility, and for a common law or

conditional provision against railroad compe¬
tition. The resolutions also provide for the
appointment of an executive committee whose
business it shall be to disseminate information
for the purpose of procuriog legislation on the
matter of transportation by the cheapest means

possible.
Lieutenant YVayprecht, who was with the

Austro-Hungarian and German expeditions,
has well said "that the Polar regions offer, iu
certain important respects, greater advantages
than any other part of the globe for the obser
vations of natural phenomena.magnet ism, the
aurora, meteorology, geology, botany and zo

.>logy.
________

A French writer who seems to be minutely
acquaioted with the constitution of the Suez
Canal Company asserts that the shares which
the English Government has acquired confer
no right of voting as long as the dividends are

buspeuded.
Louisiana is setting up as a rival to Floiida

in the orange business, and large quantities of
fruit are being daily shipped from that State
to the .North and West.

The Court of Appeals on Saturday adjourned
to meet oo the 5th of Jauuiry, when a new

term commences.

ED1TOK1AL NOT&S.

The battles of Asia are fought iu European
councils.

Senator Morton is universally known as the
"bloody shirt' candidate for the Presidency.
The definition of the word "moral" has

been the subject of debate iu the Mexican
Congress.
A wearied young lady hastened the depar¬

ture of a tedijus caller by remarking, as she
looked out of the window, "JL think we arc

going to have a beautiful suurise."
The petition til.id by Congressman Randall

for the repeal of the Check St iuip act was

signed with 30,219 aamea, and was an eighth
of a mile loog.
Rev. C. C. Bitting, D. D., is to lecture

before the Knights Templar ol Fredericksburg
on nest Thursday night. Subject: Travels
Through the Holy Land.
The writers of seusitional novels have a new

"wriukle." Let them put the villian of their
tale on board of a vessel carrying a box of dyna¬
mite, with a clock apparatus attached, by
means of which a vessel may be blown to pieces
in mid oceau.

Wine is perhaps cheapest in the most tem¬
perate country in the world.the rural part of
Tuscany; and drunkenness is less in Munich,
where beer ruos like water, than in Londou,
where it costs, of the same quality, tbrue times
the sum.
The Enquirer goes in fjr the ?nx year single

term amendment, aod wisely, says: "A Presi¬
dent who understood that he could not be re¬
elected would devote his term of official life to
the study of statesmanship, in.-tcad of the
trickery of politics. He would have ooly him-
aelf aod the people to serve, aod he could best
serve himself by serving them."

Bishop Haven, in his letter to the Tribuoe,
announces that he has excellent reason for be-
lieviug tuat the Catholics desire "to make tbe
Pope President." On which the World re¬
marks : This is a terrible plot, truly, since it
involves nothing less thau getting the Pope,
who is well on in years, b^rn again on American
soil. What a clever thiu< it is, therefore, in
Bishop Gil to have hit upon a master stroke
for countering it, by. tbe simple process of
making the President Pope.

C. & 0. Canal.President Gorman, of
tbe Chesapeake aod Ohio Canal, has been dis¬
charging a large number of his employees re-
ceLtly, aad the Williatusport Pilot remark* that
fie "nas commenced the work of retrenchment
audbuug hole economy at the first blast ofwinter,
aud duriog the past week has discharged eight
mop, lour from each company boat of this di¬
vision, aod wc presume the same thiug has
taken place aioug the entire line." The Piiut
further says : "Aud there is not more thau six
laborers on each boat, that leaves but two. To
us this seems outrageous, for instead of dis
charging hands he ought to he hiring them,
fur the canal is badly in need of repairs, aud
now when the water is taken off, which will
be in a few days, is the only chance to make
repairs. Ev^ry other President except A. P.
Gorman had hands at work durtog the winter
repairing and cleaning out the canal. But
Purloin thioks different. If he pays out money
to iaborers during the winter, aod therebyhe:ps to keep comfortable, poor suffering hu¬
manity, he will not have the money at once to
pay off that coupon tor which he gets his per
ceiitage. While the canal laborer suffers and
the canal goes t j destruction, he, the lucubus,flourishes.

Loudoun County- Sufferers..During
the existence of tlie late civil war the citizens
of Loudoun couoty, Va., suffered damages to
their property to an extent probably uot equal¬
led by any other in the State, and for the rea¬

son that both armies were continuously ope
rating within its limits. Ad important bill,
looking to the relief of such sufferers, ha- been
intruduoed in the Senate. It gives the names
of some two hundred claimants, designating
the amounts which each ought to receive,
ranging frum ten to t-en thousand dollars. The
aggregate of tbe sum asked for foots up $199,-
238.24.

___

Duncan, Sherman, d Co
New York, D^c. 20..Duncan, Sherman &

Co., were adjudicated involuntary bankrupts
on Saturday on a petition filed by Carter &
Eaton, attorueys, and sigued by over two nuu
dred creditors, whose claims aggregate $2,163,-
OuO. The acts of bankruptcy were forty days
suspension of commercial paper and failure to
pay a depositor.
A dispatch received at the British War Of¬

fice from the Governor of the Straits settle¬
ments says the Malayans have retreated to tbe
jurgl >, and the troops are pursuing them, with
what result is not yet known.

AKHN OF THE WAY.

i%T» show the very age and body of the THines."

General Morions has arrived at Santaudcr
to assume command ol' the M'ousL-t forces iu
Guipuzcoa.
.A parly of Mcxican cattle thieves crossed

the Rio Grande near Sao Felipe recently, and
sueoeeded in running off eight hundred head
of cattle and fitly horsey. The citizens are or-
gamziog int.> companies, and threaten to cross
i he liver.

The steamer Salier, which replaced the iMo-
sel, sailed from Southampton yesterday, after
taking on board sixty passengers of the wreck¬
ed steamer Deutscbland. 1 he German Consul
at Southampton assured the passougers that
the most rigid examination had been made of
the Salier's cargo.
The United States express car on the St.

Louis, Kansas City and Northern traiowas en¬

tered Saturday moroing by masked robbers,
who locked up the express messenger in a

package chest, broke open the safe, and stole
about $12,000. There is no clue to the rob¬
bers.
The Republican party have an executive

committee composed of one person from each
State. A tew years ago Lienrv H. Wells, jr.,
was appointed to represent Virginia in said
committee, llavicg removed bis residence ke
has been requested to resign his membership
ol said committee.

The Cuban insurgent* have been quite active
recently. Ou the 10^h instant they burued ..he
town of Jaquey Grande, and on the 12th they
stopped a train ot seventeen cars loaded with
provisions nod ammunition, within a mile of
V almaseda's cimp, aud after helping them¬
selves to what they wanted fired the truiu.
There arc no new developments iu regard to

the Chicago \\ hiskey Ring, and ail inquiries
at the Treasury Department have thus lar fail¬
ed to elicit any inlormatiou as to what further
investigations have been instituted to unearth
the frauds. General Babooek did not put io
au appearance at St. L mis on Ssturday, but
his counsel were before the court, and after
some discussion, uoiico was ordered to be serv¬
ed on B.ibcock to appear aud pbadonthc llih
ol January.
Advices from Japan to the 25th ultimo say

that the Mikado and his Government have tri¬
umphed over the revolutionists who wished to
involve the country in war. A burglary had
been committed at the United Stales Consu¬
late, a ceosititrd>ie amount i>f property having
been stok-u.^ ihe Peking G.z tte publishes a
decree requiring foreigners travelling iu the
binese provinces to take out passports. A

hand of pirates recently made an attack on the
JJuteh fort anil Residency at M^nando, Celebes
Islands, but wore ri pulsed alter gutting the
house of the R sidc-ut.

Grants ('hnr h and State XoveUy.
Ihe Richmond Met nodist .Episcopal clergy

are yet giviog their "views" in opposition to
Bishop Haven's nomiuaiion of Gsu. Grant.
1 tie Rev. J, J. Litferty, one ot the eaiturs of
the Richmond Christian Advocate, says:
As for taxing church property, this recom¬

mendation w.%s made in malice to tho Catholics.
They are Democrats in the m dn. Gr»nt turned
:he Jews out of his camp under pretense of their
making otl with coiitraband cotton, when it
turned out they had a permit to capture tho
rencl la.es; but they were not dividing with

tne lather, Jesse Grant, as was nominated in
the ouiid. The contract between the Jews and
Jesse whs published. So the good of the ser¬
vice marched tho Israelites to the rear. To pre¬
vent ' sequestration, without constitutional au¬
thority and bloodshed," of churches. Grant
wishes these religious places taxed. Taxing
property, as the Prosident knows, docs not kcop
otl ' sequestration without constitutional author¬
ity. VV hen they want MeCloskey stuff they
will save the nation's life again by transfusing
the Cardinal s property in ineir pockets. The
rresident prophecies worse wic vedness in high
PJaces in tuo iu'.uro. Ho thinks the "contem¬
plation of so va-t a property" will turn this na¬
tion into sacri.igious thieves. Tho next genera¬
tion v/i II not b.> bum-tiers. The gratitude lor
the Gospel an-i the fear of tho gallows will save
tbese sacred places from plun.ier, 1 hope. 1
don t be if»v ) in taxing cliurch prt>perty. Sheri¬
dan, in vandalism, destroyed the instruments of
husbandry. Shall a civilized State sear the
breasts of charity ? Such a "finance" would in¬
dict the Sermon on the Mount as a lecture with¬
out license Tax the Gospel? The lame would
kick the Jellow to a jelly who attempts to st'»p
the hot spout with a chunk of ico. The rich can
pay taxes on chuich property How about the
missionary chapels in the Biuo Kidge? Who
has the chock to propose to toll the pittance paid
the preacher in th»t rugged tract for the benefit
ofiat State officials on high salaries? What
iootpad is sche ing to rob the Gospel going to
the poor? The church pays her lull quota of
taxes in the prevention of crime, and the
costs. About the constitutional amendment

forbidding any "religious" utterance in a public
school room, we are not quite "pagan" nor
atheistic, to need that now. liaven must

have soured Grant on "religion." The Boston
bishop nas only fly-blown his own chuich.not
religion.
Rev. A. C. Bledsoe, Rev. H. C. Cheatham

and Rev. r. A. Peterson also express them¬
selves in accord with the Rov. Mr. Laff. rty.
It the ministers continue thus to enlighten us
in the pulpit on Sundays aud iu the newspa¬
pers during the week their congregations
ought to raise their salaries.

Extension of the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal..Ou the 16th instautthere was a meet-

iDg at Westeropori, Md., of delegates l'rom Al¬
leghany and Garrett countics, and from Min-
eral eouny, io We&t Virgioia. The obiect of
the eouveniion wast> mature a pian for ex¬
tendi ug the Chesapeake and Ohio canal to
Savage river. James P;.rk, of Barton, Md.,
presided. Addresses were made by Patrick
Ham mill, Horace ll-sley and Allied Spates,i'be followlog resolutions were unanimouslyadopted:
Resolved, That this convention appoint a

committee of five person* irom Alleghany and
three Irom Garrett oouniies of Maryland, and
one each from Mineral, Hardy aud Grant coun¬
ties of West Virginia, to prepare un address
embodying the vie ws and wishes of this con¬
vention for presentitiun to the Legislature of
Maryland aud the Congress of the United
States, asking aid iu the construction of this
improvement; and be ii fuither

lies lived, That said committee shall, if tueydet-rn it judicious and proper, appoint one or
more of their number to represent this interest
before Congress aud the legislature of Mary¬land at the present session.

In accordance with these resolutions the fol¬
lowing named gentlemen were selected as such
committee : Aliegbany.C >i. James M. Schley,Col. Horace lieslcy, G. W. Kiklow, Juhn S.
Grove, Jumes Park; Garrett.William H.
Barnard, P. Hummin, Andrew Mullen; Min¬
eral.Col. Johu E Wood; Grant..William I.
Brown; (lardy. Thomas Muslim
Mr. Wiliiam I. Brown, of Grant county,

gave an interesting statement of the coal meas¬
ures of the section the tit. nsiou will open.

The following are the District Deputy Grand
Masters appointed by Grand Master Taliaferro,
of the Grand L >dge of Virginia, A., F. &
A. M.:

No. 1, Joseph Hopkins. Alexandria.
No. 11, W. A. Fiskc, Poit>niuuth.
No. 12, James A. Souit, Ashiand.
Wo. 14, S. S. Neill, Berry ville, Clarke

county.
No. 15, Andrew Broadus, Luray, Page

county.
No. 21, John K. Spillman, Warrentoo,
No. 22, K. 8, Chew, Fredericksburg,

LETT£K FROM RICHMOND.
Who Put Johnston Through '/.Re¬
trenchment and Reform.A i.ittle
Fiiii.The Philadelphia Ceutciiniul--
Retrocession, etc.. etc.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.].
Hichmond, Die. 19, 1875.

Or course now that tuc Senatorial tight is
over there are Lumbers of me do herd of both
houses who claim the honor of putting John-1
stoo through. Now the geDtlemen who really
did the work are Senator Queseuberry aud
Hon. It. A. Coghill, and of course they hud
supporters, but they were the men who led in
the tight. Coghill especially deserves the
credit, as all was chaos until he went into it
and restored order therefrom.
Ex-Governor Letcher's retrenchment and

reform resolutions afforded much fun to some
of the members of the Senate yesterday. Mr.
Allan moved t3 amend by adding to the reso¬
lution the lollowiug: "The relative cost ot coal,
rent, cotton, candles, bread, bacjn, meats, mo¬
lasses, veal, vegetables, coal oil, gas, servunts
hire, wine and whiskey, and dry goods, in the
years 1800 and 1875."

So you see eveu the portly and stately Sena¬
tors will have a little child's play by way of fun
Hometiines. Let the wearied mind unbend.

Mr. Smifh, ot Nelson, also amended by in
sorting the Governor's department.The bill for an appropriation of $10,000 tothe Philadelphia Centennial was brought upby Mr. Cochran, yesterday, iu the Senate, and
he made ao ineffectual effort to get it read a
second lime. Lots of members crawled out
about that time and dodged the question,which sets them right ou the record.
The Speaker iaid before the Mouse a mes¬

sage from Attorney General Daniel, which
calls the attention ot both houses to the case of
Fhiihps vs. Payne, a suit instituted to have
the retrocession of Alexandria county by theUuited States to Virginia declared 10 be un¬
constitutional, us a portion of the population of
thai cuuuty are disaffected to the Stale, aod
desire to come again uuder the jurisdiction ot
the United Siates; also the case of the United
States vs. Russel and Scott, and United States
vs. Black, the defendants being citizens of
Petersburg aud judges and registrars ot muni¬
cipal election, who are uuder indictment tor
alleged violation of the Eaforeem jiit act. These
three cases are pending in the Supreme Court
of the Uuited States, aud Attorney General
D.iuiei submits »he question whether the in
tere?t of the Stat'*, should uot be represented
by her oouusel. The message was referred.
The Stuavt 0;ie ease was agaiu before the

House, yesterday, auu after much discussion
j was sent back to the people. This is about
the proper way to manage such c^ses, and I
expect the Senate Commitiee on Privilegesand E oction, before whom the election case of
Kuighi vs. Johusou is pending, will do like-
wise ur give the seat to Knight.Yesterday .was big day in both Houses, as
you will sec by the reports of the proceedings.

tTUONUB t\v.

LEGISLATIVE.

la the Senate prayer by lie v. Mr. Steele.
House j.)iut resolution appointing a special
joint committee to ascertain the expenses of
Government rend, and led to a loop de¬
bate. The resolution embraces witbiu its scope
every species ot expense to which the State is
put. including cveu the State's prison. A bill
was introduced authorizing the town of Fred¬
ericksburg to issue bond- to redeem her ante-
war debt. Senate joint resolution agreeing to
amendments tithe Constitution of Virginia iu
rcfereuee to the elective franchise and qualifications fur office, and concerning the legislative
department, was also reported.

lu the H .use, Rev. II. A. fuppcr prayed.The Speaker laid before that body a mo.-sage
from the Governor, transuiittingt) the General
Assembly a communication from the AttorneyGeneral in relution tj certain suits now pendingin the United States courts, relating to the re¬
trocession of Alexandria to the District ol Co¬
lumbia, in which the State of Virginia is
deeply interested, aud asked that the subjectshould receive the prompt aud careful consid
eratiou of the Legislature. Resolutions were
introduced amending the code in reference to
commissioners in chancery, and authorizing the
board of supervisors of Elizabeth Ci'.y county
to burrow money to repair and rebuild the
cuurt house and jail of said county. A petition
from Ficderick county asking the repeal or
modification of the tax ou dogs was referred.
Ao aecouut sfc-itain proceedings iu the Fed-
eral courts, interesting to Virginia, was trans-
mitted from the Attorney General, through the
Governor. The contested election case ol Oine
vs. Stuart was then taken up, nud variouslydebated. By a vote, the House finally resolved
to remand the election to the people of Au-
£usta*
Postmanler of the House of Slepre-

seutativ«!i>
lu it-? notice el the offioois of the new Con¬

gress, the Washington Capitol of yesterday
says:
"The poor gentleman selcc'ed to fill the re¬

sponsible position of postmaster has been the
most unhappy. Ho seems to be an innocent,
practical sort of man, aud as he was elected as
the most lit to tiil the j.osition, lie proceeded
to select subordinates from the same considera¬
tion. lie was driven to tike, of course, those
he knew best, aud these happened to be about
the ancient city of Alexandria, Va. Had a
thunder storm developed into a shower of
quails on toast aud tuan-ia, whatever that was
.buckwheat cakes, we suppose.in that Veu-
eruble repository ol respectable decay, it could
not have more astonished that animated ceme¬
tery. Wo are told that on a certain day the
traiu from Richmond arrived in Alexan¬
dria, and the passengers were amazed to find
do porters, truckmeu, ticket agents or loafers.
The depot was a desert waste. Weuding their
melancholy way along the streets, they found
the town like the depot, deserted. The street
lamps were unlit, the drinking shops were
closed, the hotels appeared like those of Car¬
thage when Marius, carpet-sack in haud,
sought a night's lodgiug. At last, wondering
whether a plague had swept over the place,
these Virginia gentlemen, bound for Washing
ton and office, fouud on a corner an ex-Cooled-
erate, who, in sustaining the lost cause, had
parted with both legs. As our hum-in-- Gov¬
ernment gives legs o&ly to those who fought
uudcr our flag, this unfortunate was making
but slow progress on his stumps towards the
national capital. Ou beit g asked what had so
strangely depopulated Alexandria, he said the
eu'.ire people had gone over to take office un¬
der the new postmaster of the House. He was
himself promised a place as messenger or mail
carrier, and hoped to reach \\ ashington some
time this year. This is, ot course, ao exag¬
geration, as we believe Alexandria has only
half enough able-bodied men to fill the placesin the pustoffiee of the House. Be this, how
ever, as it may, we nave faith in the postmas¬
ter of the House. He is a good fellow. And
it is searccly worth while rowiug ovoi his se¬
lections, contrary to the geographical patron¬
age, when the House itself took the leading of¬
ficers from three adjoining States." ,

A Berlin telegram says the real name of
fhompsoo, the Bremerhaven murderer, was
Alexander, and that he wis respectably con-
mcted in New York.

^ .J

The steamer L'Ameriqu which was disabled
on the voyage from New Yoik to Havre, ai¬
med at Queenstowu on Saturday night in tow
of the Ville de lirest.

UMTKD STATES CIRCUIT COURT.
The ClH'H:s|>cake hii<1 Ohio ife«;eiver-
sh >j».Motion (o Dismiss I'rocced-
iiitfs*.
A special term of the Uuited States Circuit

Court was jo have beeu held io this city at 10
o'clock this morning for the purpose of hearing
argument upon the motion ro dismiss all pro¬
ceedings in that court io the case of A. F.
Richards and others, bondholder? and creditors
ugaiust the Chesapeake and Ohio Riilroad
Company, on the ground that some of the
plaintiffs and defendants in the case are resi¬
dents of the same State, (New York) which
iaot it is claimcd ousts the jurisdiction of the
United States court.
At the request of Mr. William M. Evarts,

counsel lor the railroad company, Judge Bond
invited Chief Justice Waite to assist hiui at
the hearing, in the absence ofJudges Hughes,
whoso illness prevents his attending upon the
court, and at 10 o'clock the Chief Justice and
ihe couusel for the various interests involved
iu the suit and rnaoy members of the legal
fraternity assembled in the court room, bu*t
owiug to the absence of Judge Boud the Chief
Justice announced iul'ormally that be had tel¬
egraphed to him, and that Judge Bond could
not arrive before 1 o'clock, at which time the
court would reassemble, and a recess was thentaken.
The magnitude of the interests involved inthis ease make it one of more than ordinarynotice, and the Supreme Court will doubtless

dually be required to pass upon the intricate
questions of State aud Federal jurislic'ioowiiich the issues involve.
The emineut counscl engaged, representingthe various iotert si a, are the Hon. William M.Evarts, of New York, and Judge Roueit-n,of Charlottesville, Va., lor tVe railroad c om¬

pany; Judge Snipwau and Mr. MaeFarland,of New York, for the tru:-t.es of the first mort¬
gage six per cent, bonds, representing fifteen
millions of bonds; Judge Stvrrs, of New York,for the trustees of t!i- seven per cent, mortgagebonds; Francis L. Smith, esq., uf this city,
representing $150,UOO of bonds ; Judge Crumpj and J as. Alfred Jone s, esq., of liic imoud, for

j sundry creditors and bondholders; aud JudgeMarshall aud Colonel John Howard, of llich-mond, representing interests ot various partiesJ urivei'S' t > the motion to dismiss.
A brief outline of the history of the litigationj to its pre sett stage as furnishing the bouudary

j io the questions in coutroveisy is as follows:On October 9. 1ST5, A. F. R.chards and others,
t'leui-ors and bondholders, filed a bill iu this

| court alleyiug tile insolvency of the ompany,
« iirayi.-ir that h be turned over to a rec iver,and Hairy Tyson was accordingly :«p|>-?intcd
temporary reei.ivu". aud the case set for hear¬
ing r*.t Richmond as to the appointment of per-
mani.ut r- j- iver. Before the hearing, sundryother creditors and boudholdeis fiied their petitious, praying to be made parties to the suit,
among others the State of Virginia becoming a
party, and ou the 22d ol October the case again
came on for hearing iu Richmond before JudgeBond, at which time uiost of the plaintiffsasked that Gcu. Williams C. Wickhatu be appointed receiver in the place ot Mr. Tyson, theStat -of Virginia askiug the appointment ofMajor Carrington, of Richmond, when the1 C 'Urt toek time to consider the several apjdica-ii >ns until the 30'.h ol Ocfober, at which timeTyson wis appointed permanent receiver bythe court. Before the appointment was made,however, the defendants made a motion,through their counsel, Mr. Evarts, at R eh-
mood, to dismiss the cause, on the im»und
that the Uuited Slates courts have no jurisdic¬tion, because the panics io the suit aic resi¬
dents ot the same Stat '., (New York) and not
of diflVreu. States, which is (he ground of Fed¬eral jurisdiction in this case. The counsel for
t ie piainriff-, Judge Snipman, admitted the
want of jurisdiction, and asked that they bej allowed to withdraw the case from the UnitedStales ourt. The court took tiin° to consider
the motion, aud fixed the hearing for to-day,and upon the susig stioo of Mr. Evarts JudgeBond requested the Chief Justice to sit with
liiui at the hearing of the motion, to whie.h the
Chief Justice assented.

Pending the decision of the question of jurisdieiiuu oi the United States oouit the sam*credi >rs, who, iu conjunction with the railroad
e mpany, are adverse to the appoiutment ofMr. i'yson as receiver, bled another bil, like¬wise praying fur a rec-'iver.in the Circuit Court
ol Virginia at Richmoud, aud Judgj Weli'urd,acting upon the application. appointed God.Williams C. Uickham, the former president(if the road, the receiver to enter upon the dis¬
charge ol his duties when he might lawfullyd"So; aud if the Circuit Court ol" the United
St lies decides that it has no jurisdiction, Gen.Wickham will enter upon the discharge ot hisduties by virtue ol his appointment from JudgeVY elfard.
At 2 o'clock the court reassembled, JudgeBaud, who had been delayed by an interrup¬tion to the tr sin, having arrived.
D. L. 8mout, esq., representing Mr. New¬

comer, Mr. ft, C Smith, and Caroline Dyer,bondholders to the amouut ot $9,SOD, submit
ted a petition on their part praying to be made
parties plaintiff i 1 the cause, which was granted. The petitioners in these cases prefer Tyson
as receiver.

Francis L. Smith, esq., said that before the
argument upoo the case commenced he desired
to present the petition of Anson Bangs, a cred¬
itor, who holds $146,000 of the company'sbonds, and asked leave to (if: the petition.The Chief Jus ice requested Mr. Smith to
read the petition, after reading whtch Mr.Evarts said these questions would ail arise uponthe argumeut. I: the court had no jurisdictionit could enter no ord.-rs iu the causc.

Mr. Howard, of Richmond, desired to pre¬
sent. the petition ot a judgment creditor, Mr.Schmuck, whose c'aim is $100,UOU.The Chief Justice said all the claims wouldbe beard t tgether.
The Chief Justice said that the motion be¬

fore the court is to dismiss the procedin^s,and counsel in favor of that motion wouid be
beard first, and those rcsistit-g the motionafterwards.
Mr. Evarts, counsel for the company, then

opened the argument in favor of dismissingthe proceedings in the United States Cour>.
lie claimed that the parties to the suit should
have due no'ice of the application of the
various parties who now desire to be made
parties to the suit. Ho criticised the lan¬
guage ot the petition that miscalled the
plaintiff's biil to foreclose the mortgage a cred¬itor's bill, and called attention to the distinc¬
tion between the two. Mr. Evarts argued at
length that the plaintiff had control over his
case, and could dismiss it at pleasure; that theplaiutiffs were enloiciu^ their mortgage, andshould their rights be controlled by otherswhose rights do not so arise? He referred to
the recent United States statute to show that
it is the duty of the oourt to dismiss the causewhere it appears that the court b»s no jurisdiction, and to authorities to show that eventhough the plaintiff and defendmt desired the
court to retain jurisdiction where it held non>.\the decree in such a case w .uld be a nullity.The cmrt can make no order where it had onjurisdiction.
Judge Robertson and Juige Storrs explain¬ed the relations tne parties to the suit bear to

each other in respect to the various mortgages
upon the road and the necessity of introducinginto thu cause the<« parses defendant, whose
iotro iuction ou-t the jurisdiction of the UoitedStates court.

Mr. Evarts then concluded his argument,an! was followed by Mr. MacFarland on the
same side, who quoted from Supreme Court

authorities Id show that the trusses in a mort¬gage trust are necessarily emtio liri* parties inthe Hair.
The foliowinr are the liMrtgupe deed-- U{». nthe Chesapeake ami Ohio R ilroad u tu {.iug and uosati.'-fied: Deod ol tribt t' om th;> Vir-gioia Certral Railroad Compaay to tli. . Bomdot'Public Works of Virginia to secur. $l0o,.000. April 1850.
Same to MccFarlaod to sccure $1,500,OiH).Juoe 2. 1S54.
Same to Jol>n B Youniraod Ro t K. Howi

son to secure $300 000. February 8. 1866.The Chesapeake ami Ohio Railroad Com
pany to Calhow:i, Duncan, O:ton, Maury, to
secure $10,000,000 Octobe. 1, 1868.

Chesapeake aud Oh:-) Railroad Company toPhilo C. Calhown, VV. K. Kiteheo, to secure$15,000,000. O itober 1. 1872.
Chesapeake aud Ohio Railroad Company toVVm R. Duucan aud Pliilo C. Calhown, toprovide a yearly sinking fund ot $100,000, to

pay $15,000,000. January 15, 1S70.
At the conclusion of Mr. M uFarland's re¬marks, the latter pornou of which was quitecaustic upon the pretensions ofsom~ ot thebiiiull c'.aimauts, the Chief Justice announcedihat, supposinu the arguments would havebeen concluded to-day, lie had m id'1 engage¬

ments with his professional brethren in YVash-iagton.which would prev.-nt his buing present
to-morrow, eou.-equeutly. wheu the Court ad¬journed this eveuiug. it would be uutil Wed¬nesday.
Mr.Smoot began to reply to Mr. MacFarland,and occupied the time of the Court uotil itsadjournment, which to.'k place at 5 o'clock,the Chi. f Justice and Judge Bond, aud someof the counsel iu the ciso, taking that train forWashington.

w i \ctom a,Err v. it.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette]
Washington, D. C., Dec. 18, 1875 .A lew

days siuce, under a call of the Suit s. in the
House, Major Douglas, of Virginia, introduced
a bill to limit the Sinking Fuud Commission¬
ers of the District of Co'umbia in issuing
bonds uoder the uei of Juoe 2<>, 1S74. and
changing the mode and time of pu>iug ihe in¬
terest thereon, the text of whiul i.> as follows :
"Wherons, by an act of Congress upprovod thotwentieth day of June, eighteen hundred ard

seventy-four, the Sinking Fnnd Commissionersof the District of Columbia are authorized to
caupo bonds ot the District of C lombia to be
pre)' r d in um-i ot fifty and live hundr d d«»!-
iars, bearing aale August first, eighteen hun¬
dred aud suv. nty-fuu', payable iilty years vfter
dat'1, and boa'i'ig interest :it the rate oi t'areeand sixty-iivi-hundredths ;»»-r centum pel Mi¬
lium, payable semi-annually, to be sigiwibytho tocretary Mid treasurer of said Smkii g > ui !
Commissioners, and countersigned r-y '.he LVmp-troi"j of ,aid Uistrii t and the lleui-ier of theTreasury of tho United States f"r t!ie paymentof which s»id bonds the faith of the UnitedStates is pledged, by causing to b-. levied upontbf> property within Snid District -u< h taici aswill provide the reve: uo necessary to nay theinterest en said '.>ot.ds as it may become uue andpayable and ervat" a sinking fund for tho pay¬ment of the principal th< reot at maturity ; and\Vhorea>, l«y the provisions of the act a ore-said. r.o limit or restriction is imposed o:i thoSinking Fui d Commitstoners oi said L);str.<;t ofColumbia to issuo th<. !».»nds aforesaid, in r.un-ber and amount t > an unlimited ux'ent, the-obycausimr a great depreciation in th market vilue
oi >a d bond-, t > the injury of said District andthe Ijni ed States as its j;11-.rantor, and ius# tothe bona tide holders and owners of said bonds ;
in vi CIUI 13,
Resdved by tbSemite and House of R pre-sentatives of the United St;.tes of Am-ii-.* in

Congress assvmttitid, i i.at tiie amount of theaf >r« said b mds hervifter to be is* icd by thy
aforesaid Sinking Fund Commnrdoners be iin
itid in amount to the sum .>i" two million dol¬
lars, and no more; ana that tne semiannual
interest accruing upon s .id bonds be or >videdfor and made payable the general annual
appropriation bill o!'the Congress of he United
Slitos
The purpve of the resolution is to restr ci

thu i>-uc of bond*, nud the effect already has
been to advance iiioir vduo -} per ecui. oi; the
marker, while ho'ders are iu li- jto-'.l to so!!
even «r the advance

It is not inierjdid to cc'.limit (')fHte-s to
tli-* authoriz a'iorj, uhsMiu'ely, ol the is.-ue of
any specific anion-1. but to rotru-t :h<; diok
lisir Fund Cnm:nis<iou<Ts from u.hiii; beyond$._' (HH).OOO. a privil c 'hey possess u:i ler rhe
existing luw.:or by it they can is.-ue an ti; lefi
u»re auii'.unr. and the oceu«n!io'i.s brought
agtinst Maj. D U-'la*, by.-; Washiugt >n uper,
ci argitm lum with aidinu a ri"s? is u ju*t and
U: warranted, and must have been made under
an et'tire misapprehension of the intuut ol thebill.

fo-day has been the in . t quiet a» thi Cipi-t since the opening of Congress. N o her
H 'US'j is in session, and a m jority ol the
ill. tubers being absent, i i Philadelphia, or :>t
home, the atrc::dau20 of visitors ha? been"limited," and there hav-' bc-.n mi socui s orincidents w >rth notieiag. Q.

| < -OMMCNiCATKI).
The Pooiu.Let me ;*ay a word in bebaii'ol

the poor. Christ ua< is here, ami to those who
would help them, f-ven iu a small way, I would
suggest that auyc ntributions, eiiher of money,food, or clothes, sent to the O.phau Asylum,will bo equally and justly distributed by the
ladies ol the Union Rjlicfon Wednesday next.
A lit'le from your abunlanc will give tn many
a comfortable Christmas dinner, and rest in¬
sured your's will be none the less eumlortable
from the knowledge that a hlussiug rusts upon
you. For "blessed is he who considcreth the
poor." I am not authorized by the society to
make this appeal, but having seen sjUKthingof its work, aud the good results, take this;
liberty. Q.
A parly of forty huuters from th^ United

State? have been arrested aud lined in Finseott
aud llussell counties, Ontario, fur kiiiiug deer
out ol season.

Meats, Groceries aud Froduce.
S. J. REED respectfully ir.vitos the attention

ofthepiblic to his choice stock of MEA'kS,GROCERIES and PRODUCE.ai his old stand,
No. 74 South Fairfax street,

where he will endeavor to ple;.se all who mayfnvorbim with their patron-tg't. He has now
Dn hand 2<j;i0<) lbs choice FAMILY BAUOlS.all>!' his own curing, pu: up expressly lor familyise, consisting of Hams. B.vakf*st Bnc«»n, Si :es,Shouldois Jowls, Chine and Spare Kib. PureLeal Lard in small packages, expressly for
families, Sausage Meit, Mince Meat, DriedPeaches, Chorr.es ana \.ppies Cranberries andPeas, Potatoes and Beans: also trrsh ROLLBUTTER, FRESH MEATS and POULTRY,jf all kinds. All goods sold cheap for cash.Please give me a call dec "JO
VTOTICE TO GAS CO^.SUMERS.
Bills for the quarter ending December IS'.h

ire now ready lor delivery; Ail bills pud on
:>r before the 1st ol .January wiil be at tho rate
). $3 per thousand cubic feet ot gas. After the
1st oi January ten per cent will b« added,
doc 2U-lw J. KOXBUJ&Y, Sup't.

/ *HANCE FOR A CHEAP OVERCOAT.
K.J Over-Coatings at Cost I
Not wishing tu carry over any ot our Over¬

coatings, we propose clusiug them out at Cost.
Suitings, Trowseringa, &c., at greatly reduced
puces. Several suits made to order but not
called for will be sola very cheap,dec 20 p. F. W1TMEK CO.
VTOTICE-Ail parties indebted to WM. t\

BROOKES will pleasu make lnimediato
settlement with the undersigned. All aceoiint?
unpaii by the lirst of January nt?xt will be
placed in other hands for collection.
dec 2U-2w P- B. HOOfi, Trustee.

a FOR RENT-An ELEGANT RESI¬
DENCE, on Patrick street, near Kini(, wr

v^ry low rent. Apply to W. H. CUAl MAN,
City Hotel, Alexandria, Va.


